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EXECUTIVE REPORT 
a a a ag gl ey a ay a 


MEETINGS: 


The Executive met on 21 February, 21 March and 23 April. 


MEMBERSHIP: 


Since the last report, 10 new members have been elected, there have 
been 4 resignations and 12 have had their membership terminated under 
Clause 22(c) of the Constitution. The total membership stands at 516 and 
the geographical distribution is as follows: 


NSW 106 Vic 74 TAS 23 
OLD 109 SA 36 WA 2/ 
ACT 85 PNG 18 NT 6 
Overseas 31 Address unknown 1 


NEW APPOINTMENT : 


Mr. R.C. Kassulke has been appointed Assistant Business Manager. 


NEW MEMBERS: 
We welcome the following to membership of the Society: 


Elected 21 February 1975 


Mr. P.B. Du Guesclin, Vice. Plant Research Institute, Swan Street, 
Burnley, Vic. 3121. Mr. Du Guesclin is an Agricultural Officer partici- 
pating in stored products entomological research at the Institute. 


Mr. P.M. Ridland, Vic. Plant Research Institute, Swan Street, Burnley, 
Vie. 8121. Mr. Ridland is a Scientific Officer at the Institute and is 
working on methods to control the Argentine ant. 


Mr. S.B. Sexton, Vic. Plant Research Instttute, Swan Street, Burnley, 
Vie. 3121. Mr. Sexton, a Scientific Officer at the Institute, has interests 
in insect pathology. 


Mr. H.B. Wilson, 7 Elm Street, Surrey Hills, Vitec. 3127. Mr. Wilson, 
a retired officer of the Vic. Department of Agriculture, has general 
interests in entomology. 


Mr. G.N. Berg, Vic. Plant Research Institute, Swan Street, Burnley, 
Vie. 3121. Mr. Berg is working on Aphis craccivora with particular 
reference to its population dynamics under a range of environmental 
conditions. 


Ms. J.E. Richardson, Zool. Dept., Monash University, Clayton, Vie. 
56168. Ms. Richardson is an undergraduate student in her third year of a 
science degree course. 
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Eleeted 21 March 


Mr. T.H. Babu, Zool. Dept., P.O. Box 4, A.N.U., Canberra, A.C.T. 
2600. Mr. Babu is studying for a Ph.D. and is interested in economic 
entomology, particularly the physiological aspects of insect pest. 
control. 


Elected 23 April 


Mr. K.G. Rook, P.O. Box 97, Pakenham, Vic. 3810. Mr. Rook is an 
amateur collector of several years standing, and is particularly 
interested in Lepidoptera. 


Ms. I.W. Forno, Dtvision of Entomology, CSIRO, Private Bag No. 3, 
Indooroopilly, Qld. 4068. Ms. Forno is a technical officer with the 
Division, working on biological control of weeds. 


Mr. M. Grimm, Department of Agriculture, Jarrah Road, South Perth, 
W.A. 6151. Mr. Grimm's particular interests are in broadacre crop 
protection, insecticide usage and insect biochemistry and physiology. 


RESIGNATIONS: 


Ms. J. Roberts, Dr. E.A. Carter, Prof. D.T. Anderson and 
Dr. D.H.S. Horn. 


CESSATION OF MEMBERSHIP: 


The membership of the following persons was terminated under Clause 
22(c) of the Constitution: 


Dr. G. Onore (overseas), Dr. A. Mesa (overseas), Mr. J.L. Varley 
(overseas), Mr. R.B. Setchfield (N.S.W.), Mr. I,G. Coleman (N.S.W.), 
Mr. M.M.K. Chaudry (overseas), Mr. J.E. Dunwoody (overseas), 

Dr. B.S. Fletcher (N.S.W.), Dr. R.E. Jones (overseas), Mr. E.J. Martyn 
(Tas.), Mr. S.R. Brock (address unknown) and Mr. M.K. Taylor (address 
unknown). 


CHANGES OF ADDRESS (State of previous residence in brackets) : 


Mr. J.P. Hunter, C/- Mrs. Hunter, 24 Beaumaris Pde., Highett, Vic. 3190. 
(Vic.) 

Mr. T.V. Bourke, C/- F.A.O., Box 1174, Apia, Western Samoa. (P.N.G.) 

Mr. P.N. Forte, 5 Melrose Crescent, Mt. Lawley, W.A. 6050. (W.A.) 

Dr. M. Malipatil, Dept. Zool., Victoria University, Wellington, New 
Zealand. (Qld.) 

Mr. N.W. Forrester, C/- Dept. Primary Industries, P.O. Box 102, 
Toowoomba, Qld. 4350. (N.T.) 

Mr. T. Weir, C/- Div. Entomology, CSIRO, P.O. Box 1700, Canberra City, 
AsC.T,260L. .1N-T..) 

Mr. A. Atkins, Flat 1, 29 Greville St., Prahran. Vic. 3181. (Qld.) 

Dr. E.P. Hodgkin, 6 Princes St., Mosman Park, W.A. 6012. (W.A.) 


20. Australian Entomological Society 


Dr. D. Gilmour, P.O. Box 20, Brooklyn, N.S.W. 2253. =(N.S.W.) 

Ms. S.L. Smith, 6 Don Place, Spence, A.C.T. 2615. (A.C.T.) 

Dr. J.T. St. Leger Moss, C/- No.4 RAAF Hospital, Air Base Butterworth, 
C/- G.P.O. Penang, Malaysia. (N.S.W.) 

Mr. & Mrs. J.H. Moulden, 23 Hillview Road, Mt. Lawley, W.A. 6050. (S.A.) 

Dr. A. Macqueen, CSIRO, P.O. Box 196, Rockhampton, Qld. 4700. (Ql1d.) 

Mr. N.A. de Jong, Unit 5/34 Khartoum Road, North Ryde, Sydney, N.S.W. 
2113. (N.S.W.) 

Fr. B.B. Lowery, Xavier House, 122 Empire Circuit, Yarralumla, A.C.T. 
2600. (Vic.) 


ENTOMOLOGICAL NEWS AROUND AUSTRALIA 
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SOUTH AUSTRALTA: 


Department of Agriculture 


A large contingent went to the Applied Entomological Research 
Conference in Mildura during early April. Those who attended were 
Paul Madge, Peter Birks, Don Swincer, Greg Baker, Peter Bailey and 
Geoff Furness. 


The guest delegate, Professor Ray Smith, returned with them to 
Loxton, then Adelaide where he spent a few days. 


While in Adelaide Professor Smith spoke to a joint meeting of the 
Australian Entomological Society and the Ecological Society of South 
Australia on “The role of integrated pest control in relation to the 
world food problem". He is Professor of Entomology and Chairman, 
Department of Entomology and Parasitology, at the University of 
California, and is a world leader in the development of the integrated 
pest management concept. 


South Austrakian Museum 


Ian Galloway of the Department of Primary Industries, Indooroopilly, 
Qld., is at present studying scelionid wasps (Dodd types) in the Museum 
collection. He will be in Adelaide for about a month. 


Waite Agricultural Research Instrtute 


Dr. D.E. Pinnock, who is on sabbatical leave from the University of 
California, Berkeley, joined the department as a temporary Senior 
Teaching Fellow in March, and will be there until the end of June. 

Dr. Pinnock graduated from the University of London (Imperial College) 

in 1965 and holds a Ph.D. of that University in Insect Pathology. He has 
been with the Department of Entomological Sciences, University of 
California, Berkeley since 1968. His achievements include the successful 
use of microbial preparations to protect shade trees against defoliators 
along the 16,000 miles of California's highways, and the control of 
mosquito larvae using fungal spores. He has set up an insect pathology 
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laboratory at the Waite Institute and has initiated research and training 
programmes that will continue after he leaves. 


Dr. J. Uwo, a Research Officer with Shionogi & Co. Ltd., Osaka, 
Japan, is spending a month in the Department of Entomology under a U.R.G. 
Visiting Professorship. She is working on brain hormone in insects in 
collaboration with Prof. W.P. Rogers and Dr. Brian Dumser. She will 
return to Japan by mid-May. 


Dr. Bernard Zelazny, a field ecologist with FAO, visited the 
Entomology Department in March. Dr. Zelazny has been involved in a 
highly successful project to control rhinoceros beetle with a virus. He 
is going to the Philippines for two years to investigate the cause of the 
disease of coconut palm, known as Cadang Cadang, which he believes may be 
transmitted by insects. 


Dr. Teo Leng Hong, a lecturer in Biology at Nanyang University, 
Singapore, is visiting the Department for 2 weeks in the course of a 3 
months’ Colombo Plan training fellowship. 


Professor Ray F. Smith, visited the Department on April 16th. 


Mr. K.M. Doull will go on a year's study leave on 1 May. Dr. Morgan 
and Prof. Browning are both expected back from study leave in late August. 


R.S. Bungey 
TASMANIA: 


Dr. Imam Abdelrahman has resigned his position as an entomologist 
with the Tasmanian Department of Agriculture to take a post as Lecturer 
in Entomology at a University in Cairo. 


Miss J. Murton has also resigned her position as an entomologist 
with the Tasmanian Department of Agriculture and is now a research 
assistant to Dr. F.J.D. McDonald, Department of Plant Pathology and 
Agricultural Entomology, University of Sydney. 


Professor Ray F. Smith and his wife visited the State on April 3 and 
4. They visited the laboratories of CSIRO at Battery Point to catch up 
with progress in the Sirex wasp pest management programme. They also 
visited the New Town Research Laboratories of the Department of 
Agriculture, and spent some time in the field looking at the integrated 
control block in the apple orchard on the Grove Research Station,a 
blackcurrant block at Glen Huon and lucerne at Richmond. They also 
visited the Pinus radtata plantation at Pittwater. 


Dr. R.P. Pottinger also visited the State in April. He visited 
Dr. R. Bedding and Mr. R. Akhurst to inspect their work on nematodes as 
insect parasites. He also visited the New Town Research Laboratories and 
spent a day with me looking at pastues and pasture pests between Hobart 
and Launceston. The highlight of his visit was a talk on pest problems 
in New Zealand pastures, which he gave to the local branch of the Society. 


R.J. Hardy 
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VICTORIA: 


Australian Applied EntomoLogicak Research Conference 


The Second Australian Applied Entomological Research Conference was 
held at Mildura, Victoria, from 6th to llth April. The Conference was 
preceded by a tour on 5th and 6th April from Melbourne to Mildura via 
Bendigo and Swan Hill. The party visited citrus and olive groves and 
enjoyed a tour of the Hortico trickle irrigation scheme at Boundary Bend, 
with the Manager, Mr. Warren Kennedy, as guide. I understand that the 
"Dad and Dave" atmosphere at the Bendigo eucalyptus factory was another 
tour highlight. 


The Conference was officially opened by the Chairman of the 
Organizing Committee, Mr. Tom Hogan of the Department of Agriculture, 
Victoria. The Conference was attended by 104 delegates from Australian 
State Departments of Agriculture, CSIRO, Universities and scientific 
organizations in the U.S.A. and New Zealand. 


The main theme of the Conference, Integrated Control of Insect Pests, 
was ably introduced by the guest delegate, Professor Ray Smith of the 
University of California. During the Conference a wide range of insect 
control procedures was discussed with reference to assessment of new 
approaches, improvement of techniques, environmental impact and economics. 


Delegates enjoyed a mid-conference field session which included a 
cruise on the Murray on a paddle-steamer, a barbecue lunch, inspection of 
facilities at the Plant Research Laboratory, and visits to Mildura Citrus 
Products’ processing plant, Irymple Packing Pty. and C.D.F. Sales where 
dried fruits are processed and packaged, and to the winery of Mildara 
Wines. 


The Conference was deemed highly successful by the participants, and 
thanks are due to the Organizing Committee. It is to be hoped that future 
conferences are held more frequently than at five-yearly intervals. 


Victorian Plant Research Instrtute 


Professor Ray Smith of the University of California, U.S.A., visited 
the Institute during March, and will be returning for further discussions 
early in May. 


Dr. David Penman of the Department of Entomology, Lincoln College, 
Canterbury, New Zealand, visited the Institute principally to discuss 
ecology of pests and predators in orchards and vines. 


Dr. Howard Wearing of D.S.I.R., Auckland, New Zealand, visited the 
Institute in April to discuss developments in control of pests of pome 
and stone fruits. 


A research team headed by Mr. Peter Shelden is investigating the 
biology and control of Culex annulirostris, the vector of Murray Valley 
Encephalitis in the Murray-Darling region. Abate 5% granules have been 
aerially dropped on to areas of water resulting from flooding and/or 
heavy rain, suspected of containing the mosquito vector. Repeat treat- 
ment was carried out by air, and when necessary supplemented by hand 
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treatment of small areas. This programme, coupled with cool summer 
conditions, restricted the breeding of C. annulirostris, and no case of 
Murray Valley Encephalitis has been reported from Sunraysia this year. 


Department of Zoology, La Trobe University 


Dr. Phyllis Robertson of the University of N.S.W. has joined the 
staff at La Trobe for a period of about 6 months, to study pheromones of 
the Argentine ant, Iridomyrmex humilis. 


National Museum of Victoria 


Dr. J. Szent-Ivany from South Australia visited the Museum during 
April to examine the collection of Ornithoptera. 


CSIRO Division of Building Research 


Mr. Doug Howick will be overseas during May and early June in the 
U.K. and Europe. The visit is sponsored by Australian pest control and 
related industries, to enable Doug to conduct a survey of educational and 
teaching systems for pest control operators. He will also be presenting 
papers at the International Organisms and Wood Symposium in Berlin, and 
the British Wood Preserving Congress at Cambridge University in June. 


P. Williams 
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY: 


Due to the fact that his laboratory in Darwin disappeared one night 
Tom Weir is spending at least six months with CSIRO Division of 
Entomology. While here he will be working with Tony Watson on the 
Odonata of the Top End of the Northern Territory and of the Kimberley 
Region, and he will continue his study of the taxonomy of the Gerroidea 
of Australia. Murray Wallace is now established in the Division and is 
busy surveying mites. 


Lindsay Barton Browne and Roger Bartell had a short overseas visit 
by courtesy of the Rockefeller Foundation, when they participated in a 
week-long meeting held at Bellagio on the shores of Lake Como. There 
they met up with Brian Fletcher who also attended the meeting, which had 
the theme: Controlling Insect Behaviour - Theory and Application. 


Doug Waterhouse and Bill Bailey are two of a party of five 
Australian entomologists who will be spending two weeks of July in the 
Soviet Union, as guests of the U.S.S.R. Academy of Sciences. Entomology 
is one of five priority areas for cooperation under the Australian/U.S.S.R. 
Agreement on Scientific and Technical Exchanges. The other members of 
the party will be Tom Hogan, Tom Passlow, and Doug Kettle. 


Dr. W.D.L. Ride has taken up his position as Scientific Director of 
the Australian Biological Resources Study. He is working from the 
Department of Science, to which he has been seconded from CSIRO. 


T.E. Bellas 
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NEW SOUTH WALES: 
Department of Agriculture 


Andrew Beattie and Colin Bower, previously of the University of 
Sydney, have recently joined the Department. Andrew is working on citrus 
entomology, while Colin will be stationed at Bathurst to work on the 
continuing programme of integrated control of apple pests. Steven Goodwin, 
from La Trobe University, is working on pests of grapes, and Graham Baker, 
formerly with D.A.S.F. in Papua New Guinea, has been appointed to work on 
locust ecology and control. Neil Forrester has arrived from Darwin to 
work on oil seeds and coarse grain insects; he will be located at the 
Tamworth Agricultural Research Station. 


University of Sydney 


Humphrey Elliott has been awarded a Ph.D. for his thesis on the 
structure and physiology of the reproductive and neuroendocrine systems 
of the cowpea aphid, Aphis ecraccivora. An M.Sc.Agr. was awarded to 
Laurie Miller who studied arthropod pests of soybeans in New South Wales, 
with special reference to the green vegetable bug, Nezara viridula. 


Ruth Whitehouse and Kay Khoo have commenced Ph.D. studies in the 
Department of Plant Pathology and Agricultural Entomology. Ruth is 
working on the biology and taxonomy of certain Cicindelidae (Coleoptera), 
while Kay is studying mixed function oxidases in grasshoppers, with 


emphasis on Locusta mtgratorta. 
} H.A. Rose 


CSIRO Division of Entomology, Armidale 


Congratulations to one of our Regional Councillors, James Ridsdill 
Smith, who was awarded a Ph.D. from the University of New England for his 
Thesis "Some relationships between growth of ryegrass plants and root- 
feeding by Seritcesthts nigrolineata larvae (Coleoptera: Scarabaeidae)". 
James is currently in Great Britain where he is spending (until June 28) 
some of his Long Service Leave with his family. He is also making a few 
official visits while he is overseas. From March 17-21 he attended a 
residential meeting of the Soil Pests Group of the International 
Organization for the Biological Control of Noxious Animals and Plants 
(O.I.L.B.) which was held at Zeist near Utrecht in the Netherlands. The 
conference was a practical Working Group meeting with a main theme of 
"Effects of Agricultural Practices on Soil Organisms", but the emphasis 
was on how such practices affect integrated control of soil pests. 


R.J. Roberts 


QUEENSLAND : 


Professor Winfield Stirling, of the Texas A & M University, will 
work at Queensland University Department of Entomology for the next year. 
He is specially interested in sequential sampling for cotton pests. 


Congratulations to Dr. M.B. Malipatil on the award of a Ph.D. for 
his thesis on the taxonomy of Lygaeidae (Hemiptera). Mali has now taken 
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4 
up a research fellowship at Victoria University, Wellington, New Zealand. 


Don Smith, who completed his B.Sc.Agr. at the University of 
Queensland last year, has been appointed to the collaborative Department 
of Primary Industries / University of Queensland project on fruit fly 
ecology supported by a Rural Credits Grant. Don is stationed at DPI 
Indooroopilly. 


Gordon Swaine has been appointed to the Standards Association of 
Australia Working Group on Fumigation Practices, to increase 
entomological expertise in this important area. Gordon leads the DPI 
group working on disinfestation of fresh fruits, chiefly with regard to 
fruit fly. 


Ian Galloway is currently spending a few weeks at the Waite 
Agricultural Research Institute, continuing his studies on Scelionidae. 


DPI entomologists, Rod Elder of Rockhampton and Geoff Waite of 
Emerald have been very much involved with the current serious outbreaks 
of spur-throated and migratory locusts in Central Queensland. 

Ian Johnson has been transferred from Indooroopilly to Rockhampton to 
support this work. 


During February, Brian Kay of the Queensland Institute of Medical 
Research carried out field studies on the host preferences of Culex 
annultrostris at Kowanyama (Mitchell River) on the Gulf of Carpentaria. 


Professor Bill Reeves of the Department of Epidemiology, University 
of California, Riverside, visited Q.I.M.R. and saw the field work at 
Kowanyama. His interests are arboviruses and the epidemiology of 
entomological problems, so he was particularly interested in Australian 
work on Murray Valley Encephalitis. 


Dr. R.H. Wharton, of CSIRO Long Pocket Laboratories, will be absent 
overseas from 4 to 17 May 1975. He will be participating as a member of 
the FAO Expert Consultation on Research on Tick-borne Diseases being held 
in Rome from 6-8 May. On his return trip he will be visiting the 
American University of Beirut and research establishments in Malaysia. 


Dr. J.P. Spradbery, Officer-in-Charge, Screw-worm Fly Project, 
Division of Entomology, CSIRO, Port Moresby, visited Brisbane from 22 to 
24 April. 


Dr. Kleber A. Loor, from the Organizacion Panamericana de la Salud, 
Guayaquil, Ecuador, arrived in March to begin a year's stay at the CSIRO 
Long Pocket Laboratories, Indooroopilly. He is on a WHO Fellowship to 
receive training in veterinary entomology. 


Dr. B.M. Doube from the Long Pocket Laboratories, CSIRO, will attend 
the Australian Veterinary Association Conference to be held in Hobart, 
Tas. from 27 to 30 May 1975. 


Graham Donnelly and Graham White of the Lands Department spent a 
month in central Queensland collecting the Noogoora burr beetle, Nupserha 
antennata, for release in other areas of Queensland. 


Henry and Ann Howden of Carleton University, Ottawa, have undertaken 
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extensive collection of scarabs and weevils in Queensland, ranging from 
Atherton to Brisbane. 


Congratulations to Mr. A.D. (Slim) Roebuck, of the Capricornia 
Institute for Advanced Education, who returned to Rockhampton following a 
year in Rhodesia where he earned a Masters Degree at the University 
College of Rhodesia. 

M. Bengston 


Visitors to the far north 


April 2: Bill Gibb (Brisbane) and Maria Walford-Huggins (Cairns) 
proceeded to Iron Range to collect various orders of insects. 


April 9: Max and Barbara Moulds (Sydney) joined Bill and Maria, and 
all proceeded to Bamaga and the Lokeby Scrub. 


April 16: Max, Barbara and Maria returned to Iron Range for a 
further week, and Bill returned to Brisbane. 
Rain has been the order of the day for most of the time, so collecting 
has been well below expectations, though some of the species restricted 
to the "Cape" have been taken. 


April 22: Ernie Adams (Edungalba, C.Q.) paid a short visit to 
Cairns. His trip was limited to a short period so very little collecting 


was done. 
J.G. Brooks 


PAPUA NEW GUINEA: 
Export and Import of Insects 


For many years, insects in Papua New Guinea have been exploited by 
dealers and private collectors, and as recently as 1974, vast numbers of 
protected Ornithoptera spp. have been exported to various parts of the 
world. Private collectors have often failed to lodge type material in 
recognised collections - a condition of export - and many valuable 
specimens are inaccessibly tucked away in private collections. Methods 
of collecting have reduced the number of some Orntthoptera spp., their 
habitats being destroyed by mass labour forces systematically tearing 
down vines and felling trees to obtain larvae and pupae, and it is 
understandable that the Government is now taking positive action to 
control these practices. | 


Policies relating to entomological interests were formulated some 
years ago but, because of the difficult nature of the terrain and easy 
smuggling opportunities by sea, little policing was carried out. 


Recently, commercial collecting and breeding was put into the hands 
of local enterprises and the study of protected species restricted unless 
it could be shown that the work would be of value to the local population. 


During 1974, legislation was passed forbidding the import of fauna 
without a permit, and during a court hearing involving a member of the 
Society it was established that dead dried insects were fauna. Until this 
prosecution, PNG entomologists were unaware of this legislation. 
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Many entomologists expressed concern at the delays in obtaining 
permits to export specimens for scientific purposes, and a meeting was 
convened with a representative from the Department of Wildlife to discuss 
this and clarify other matters affecting entomologists in Papua New 
Guinea. Unfortunately a representative was unavailable at the time of 
the meeting, but the twelve members and eight non-members present 
nevertheless held a lively two hour discussion. 


During the meeting it was agreed that a new society be formed which 
would be more relevant and acceptable to the PNG situation. The Papua 
New Guinea Entomological Society was suggested, and the following office 
bearers were elected: 

President: Professor K.P. Lamb 

Committee: Dr. J.P. Spradbery 
Dr. J.N.L. Stibick 
Dr. J.L. Gressitt 

Secretary: Mr. A.D. Johnston. 


At a later date, Dr. John Guise, M.H.A. accepted the position of Patron. 


It was established at the meeting that there were often long delays 
in obtaining export permits. For this reason it was proposed that a set 
of guidelines facilitating the speedy two-way flow of insect specimens 
be offered to the Minister for his consideration. 


These guidelines were formulated by the Committee of the PNG 
Entomological Society and, in short, asked the Minister to consider 
different entomological interests separately, to prevent professional 
and amateur entomologists being subject to the same restrictive 
conditions as dealers and commercial collectors. 


It was suggested that entomologists working for government 
recognised institutions within PNG be allocated blanket import and export 
permits annually, and that visiting research workers, because of some 
misrepresentations in the past, be asked to submit references from 
Government approved organisations with their permit applications. 


The guidelines also asked the Minister to recognise amateur 
entomologists as important contributors to entomological knowledge, and 
to encourage their work, but that dealers and commercial collectors be 
subject only to laws governing the sale of wildlife. 


Other news 


Mr. Alan Kirk, who recently joined the University staff, has already 
found some Coleoptera (two Cerambycidae, a weevil and some Scolytidae) 
and some Diptera associated with the noxious weed bracken fern, Pteridium 
aquilinun. Specificity testing of these insects will begin shortly to 
assess their suitability for biological control of the fern. An 
unidentified fungus has also been isolated from the galleries bored by 


the weevil in the bracken. 
A.D. Johnston 
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NEWS FROM AFFILIATED SOCIETIES 
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ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF QUEENSLAND: 


In spite of the non-appearance of news from our Society in recent 
News Bulletins, I am pleased to report we are flourishing with a 
membership of 335 at the end of 1974. Although nearly half of these are 
country members, attendance at monthly meetings is consistently high, 
averaging 41 during 1974. 


During the latter part of last year, topics discussed included 
"The locust outbreak in Central Queensland 1971-74", Mr. R. Elder (July); 
"Insect pest of vegetable crops in Arizona, U.S.A.", Prof. P.D. Gerhardt 
(September); "Arthropod-borne viruses in Australia - the story of Murray 
Valley Encephalitis", Dr. R.L. Doherty (October); "Coprophagous insects 
in North America", Dr. A. Macqueen (November). There was a lively Notes 
and Exhibits meeting in December during which prizes donated by the 
Society for entomological entries in the annual science contest for High 
School students were presented. 


The Society's Fauna Subcommittee was very active during 1974 and in 
September a 37 page illustrated report was issued, entitled "Focus on 
Cape York". This presented both historical and entomological reasons for 
setting aside as a national park an area at the tip of Cape York. 


There have been two meetings this year. At the Annual General 
Meeting in March, Mr. G. Monteith gave his Presidential address on 
"Rainforest entomology at home and abroad", and Mr. T. Passlow was 
elected President for 1975. The address in April "Reduced pesticide use 
in tobacco - how has it come about?" was given by Mr. I. Cunningham. 


E.M. Exley 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


a a a ae a ae a ea ae a a a aaa 


At a time of profound political change in an emerging country it is 
disappointing to read of difficulties facing entomologists in Papua New 
Guinea (P.N.G. News, News Bulletin, Vol. 11, Part 1). 


In all fairness, I should point out that delays in obtaining export 
permits are certainly not experienceai Sy all entomologists working in or 
visiting Papua New Guinea, contrary to the impression given in the News 
Bulletin. 


The Government is rightly sensitive about the commercial exploitation 
of its country's fauna and culture, and attitudes towards collectors have 
undoubtedly originated from this source. The member of our Society who 
appeared in court recently is an insect dealer and, in company with 
other business enterprises, is subject toa variety of pressures and 
regulations appropriate to the commercial world. 


I feel sure that, with time and informed discussion with Government 
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agencies, entomologists will in future experience few problems in relation 
to the international exchange of insects for scientific purposes. 


J.P. Spradbery 
CSTRO Screw-worm Fly Project, P.O. Box 6712, Boroko, Papua New Guinea 


Firstly, I thank Dr. Spradbery for having given me a preview of his 
letter. 


Perhaps the opening line of my paragraph on export permits delays in 
P.N.G. in the last Bulletin was ambiguous and certainly was not intended 
to imply that all entomologists are facing problems with export permits. 
Dr. Spradbery obviously is not. However it was established that a large 
number of resident and visiting entomologists are facing long delays in 
obtaining export permits and the concern was great enough to use the 
subject as a basis for the meeting mentioned in this Bulletin. 


Dr. Spradbery is correct in describing the Society member taken to 
court as a dealer; however, had Dr. Spradbery attended the Court hearing 
as I and other entomologists did he would be aware that the principles of 
the case applied to any entomologist in the country importing dead insect 
specimens. Until the court hearing, (which is still in progress) many 
entomologists were unknowingly liable to prosecution for the same offence. 


A.D. Johnston 
Biology Department, P.O. Box 4820, University, Papua New Guinea 


I sympathise with Dr. Matthews, but not necessarily with his points 
of view ("Future trends in Insect Taxonomy", New Bulletin, Nov. 1974). 


Like many of us, both amateur and professional alike, it sounds as 
though our numerologist has been confronted with the situation of large 
numbers of generically grouped, named and unnamed species which must have 
necessitated limitless time in description. 


However, aS we members of one species - Homo saptens - are given 
individual names, surely the humble insects deserve at least specific 
identification by name, even though this may not be based on traditional 
(morphology based) taxonomic procedure. 


> 


Numbers are convenient for initial grouping, but eventually when 
numbered species accumulate in separate collections, confusion often 
results. The binomial system can still be used effectively for 
chromosomal, ecological and even audiospectrographic separation of 
sympatric, etc., species. 


Surely for pure scientific research, and the prevention of 
unnecessary extinction of rarer, and perhaps currently less economically 
important, insects, it makes more sense to continue the Linnean system. 


I challenge the author's contention that population biology and 
ecosystem involvement is necessarily more important than "exact identity", 
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accepting of course that evolution is a continuing process, with species 
and potential species in constant mutation. 
(Dr.) J.T. St. Leger Moss 
9/4 Mitchell Road, Darling Point, N.S.W. 2027. 


P.S. My particular interest is Australian Cicadoidea, of which the 
smaller species of Cicadidae are currently grouped under two or three 
genera which on both morphologically-based and ecological, etc., criteria 
need separating into several dozen genera at least. 


Additionally, I have separated off several sympatric species within 
these groups using mainly ecological and audiospectrographic differences, 
and have given them numbers. However, I maintain that these will need 
formal naming in the future when time becomes available for this purpose. 


NEW NATURE RESERVE 


a a 


The Society has received the following announcement from the 
Director of "Kangawalla”: 


"Several years ago a group of concerned people obtained over 1,000 
acres of native bushland east of Glen Innes, rich in flora and fauna. 
The southern boundary of this area is formed by the Mann River (a 
tributary of the Clarence River), which runs through a series of 
cascades, pools and falls down to the coastal plain. Thus the game 
reserve "Kangawalla" offers both bushland, wildlife and spectacular 
scenery together. It is ‘undeveloped’ and your members are invited to 
enjoy our piece of untouched Australia." 


The reserve is easily accessible via the bitumen Shannon Vale road 
from Glen Innes. It is hilly to mountainous terrain, with a number of 
watercourses deeply cut into granite formations. Most of the property is 
covered with dry sclerophyll forest, with wet sclerophyll forest inter- 
mingled in sheltered gullies and along the banks of the Mann River. For 
further details contact the group's secretary, Mr. Bob Lee, 305 Grey St., 
Glen Innes, N.S.W. 2370. 


REQUEST FOR MATERIAL 
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Dr. Stanley Wellso, of the Department of Entomology, Michigan State 
University, East Lansing, Michigan 48824, U.S.A., is studying Buprestidae 
(Coleoptera), and would be grateful for any specimens that collectors can 
send him. 

(N.B. Members are reminded to check their obligations under Customs 
Regulation 13A before sending such material.) 
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NORTH AUSTRALIA RESEARCH DIRECTORY 
RRRR RRR RE R LLP LLLP LL PLP PL PLL LLL P-DP OS 


The North Australia Research Unit of A.N.U. is compiling a wide- 
ranging directory of research in progress in northern Australia, which it 
is intended will be an annual publication. The Unit invites entries from 
anyone undertaking any sort of research connected with North Australia, 
which is defined as Western Australia north of the Tropic, the whole of 
the Northern Territory, and Queensland west of a line from Birdsville to 
Townsville. Members wishing to contribute should contact Dr. F.H. Bauer, 
Field Director, NARU, P.O. Box 3121, Darwin, N.T. 5794, who will advise 
on suitable content and format. 


AND FINALLY - 

somebody, somewhere, reads us! A recent Academic Press 
brochure advertising the full series of "Advances in Insect Physiology" 
quoted in support a portion of a review from the Australian Entomological 
Society News Bulletin. 


Keep reading for further authoritative statements..........ccceeccees 


SUSTAINING ASSOCIATES 
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Australian Entomological Supplies 
APM Forests Pty. Ltd. 
Bayer Australia Ltd. 
Boots Pure Drug Co. (Aust.) Pty. Ltd. 
CIBA-Geigy Ltd. 
Cyanamid Australia Pty. Ltd. 
Dow Chemical (Aust.) Ltd. 
IC! Australia Ltd. 
Shell Chemical (Aust.) Pty. Ltd. 


Rohm and Haas Australia Pty. Ltd. 


MISCELLANEOUS PUBLICATIONS 
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OF THE AUSTRALIAN with hs eres: SOCIETY 


MISCELLANEOUS PUBLICATION NO, 1 


''The Entomology of Citrus in New South Wales’! 
(W.W. Froggatt Memorial Lecture) 
by P.C. Hely, N.S.W. Department of Agriculture 


20 pp. Price: $A1.00 


MISCELLANEOUS PUBLICATION NO. 2 


Directory of Australian Entomol ogy'' 


Lists professional and non-professional entomologists, their fields 
of interest and places of employment. 


51 pp. Price: $A1.00 (50¢ to Society members) 


MISCELLANEOUS PUBLICATION NO. 3 
"The Collection and Preservation of Insects’! 
by K.R. Norris and M:S. Upton, CSIRO Division of Entomology 
This cubldcation has been fully revised and expanded, and replaces 
Handbook No. 1. It is indispensable to all who collect insects, 


whether amateur, professional or student. 


40 pp. Price: $A2.00 


Obtainable from the Business Manager, C/- Department of Primary Industries, 
Meiers Road, Indooroopilly, Qld. 4068. 


